164         THEODOEE ROOSEVELT AND HIS TIME

for libelling and vilifying one of the greatest men of Ms
time.

In the opinion of thoughtful scholars, Mr. Boosevelt's
ignorant and spiteful mis-statements about Thomas Paine
effectually discredit him as a historian; and they seem also
to contradict the paragraph from your article, which I
quote at the beginning of this letter.

Yours truly,

P. G. P-----.

Personal.

September 25, 1901.
Dear Dan:

This is delightful. I ought not to have used the exact
word atheist. He admitted the existence of an unknown
God, but denied there was a God of the Christians. As to
whether he was dirty or not, it is a mere matter of private
judgment. I was recording in the sentence the fact that he
had stayed several weeks in bed without getting out for
any purpose, and that as a consequence a swine in a sty
was physically clean by comparison.

Faithfully yours,

THEODORE EOOSEVELT.